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 By the time this newsletter is 
published, one of the busiest times of 
the year for our congregation will be 
behind us. The season of Lent, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday and all 
the activities through Easter morning 
will have been completed. Our focus 
will have shifted from penitence and 

reconciliation to Spring and Summer activities. It is my prayer that we have not rushed 
too quickly through one of the most important times in the church calendar. The Lent 
and Easter seasons offer us an opportunity to focus our attention on the life, death and 
resurrection of our Savior, which is at the very heart of the gospel message. So I pray 
that as we look toward the coming months, we will continue to reflect on the lessons 
learned during this past season.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support in 
making the organ dedication/recital such an overwhelming success. It was a wonderful 
day in the life of Galatia and one that I am sure we will remember for many years. It 
would not have been possible without your hard work and dedication. 

I know that Spring break is upon us and summer is just ahead; and many of you will 
be travelling a little more as you seek opportunities to get way for a few days of rest 
and relaxation. If you do plan to travel, remember that many others will have the same 
thought in mind; so have fun, but be safe!  

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please let me know or contact one of 
your elders or deacons. What a blessing it is to work in the service of the Lord at Galatia 
Presbyterian Church! God Bless you all and may he continue to bless our ministry in this 
world. 

 
Peace, 
Brett 

 
 
Galatians 3:23-29: “Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded 

under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian 
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, 
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.” 



The Chimwemwe Way:   Grateful  
 
Today I took the minibus to a church in town with Joel. It was hot coming home, and I 
took the wrong bus, taking me on a one hour detour with Joel screaming 1/2 that time. 
 Several people were disgusted that I couldn’t get my kid to stop crying (even though he 
was hot, tired, hungry and unable to move), and others questioned who the true “owner” 

was. Finally he fell asleep in the arms of a man from Burundi. He slept through our bus transfer, and 
woke up 2 hrs later happy as can be about 15 minutes from home. 
 
I was filled with gratitude. In Malawi it is not uncommon for people to assume responsibility for helping 
others. A man on the bus took the time to ask about Joel, took him in his arms, and within minutes Joel 
was asleep. I was filled with gratitude. Another man was furious with the minibus driver that I had been 
“misled” and taken the wrong way. He wanted the driver to give me 
a refund. I explained that neither of us had asked, and the man 
was not at fault. I was filled with gratitude because of the 
unassuming people who help me each day. People help me get in 
and out of the bus with Joel. They (usually) make sure I get on the 
right minibus.  
 
And I was also filled with gratitude to God. For some reason, God 
has given me the resources that I don’t have to take a minibus. I 
made a choice, and it is a choice most people do not have. Where 
I live, how I live, what I do…they are choices. Please pray with me 
for those who are hurting, starving, and impoverished; for those 
who do not have the luxury of choice. And please pray that with 
that freedom of choice, we keep God and our relationship with God 
first.  

-Susan Rembert 
Contact Information:    susanrembert.wordpress.com   OR   

susan.rembert@gmail.com  
 

 

The Worship Committee will be sponsoring four “themed” 

Sundays; the first will be Sunday, April 24th, “Teacher 

Appreciation”. The goal of the themed dates is to invite 

outside friends and family in these roles to come and be 

recognized during service on these days. Although we want to 

recognize Galatia members who are in these roles, this is a good 

opportunity to invite friends and family to our church, and this is 

the vision in the forming of these themed Sundays. The remaining dates for the year are: June 

12 “Student Appreciation”, Sept 11 “Grandparents Appreciation” and Nov 13 “First 

Responder/Military Appreciation”. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT (submitted by Frank Dawson, Treasurer) 

Other Income and Disbursements for February 2016 

  
Received this 

Month 
Received this 

Year 
Disbursed this 

Month 

Disbursed 
Year to Date 

2¢ Meal  Offering (Presbytery) $56.44 $113.48 $56.44 $113.48 

Children’s Hope Alliance (Barium) 
 

$28.20 
  Building Fund (Special Fund) $520.00 $660.00 
  

Cemetery Fund (Special Fund) $110.00 $210.00 
  

Timothy Fund (Special Fund)  
    

Organ Fund (Special Fund) 
  

$1,800.00 $1,800.00 

Gideon’s 
    Pentecost 
    One Great Hour of Sharing 
    

    Financial Report for General Fund February Year to Date Sunday School Attendance:            

Total Funds Received $12,629.50 $29,093.95  2/7                 28             $47.25 

Total Food Panty Funds Received $577.66 $1,565.22 2/14                21 $30.00 

Total Funds Expenditures $23,031.04 $42,814.62 2/21                26 $33.00 

Total Funds Required $19,911.24 $39,822.48 2/28                25  $26.25 

 

 

Thank you, my beloved church family, for all 

the cards, food, phone calls, visits and 

especially prayer you so graciously bestowed 

on me during my surgery recovery. There’s a 

wonderful peace in knowing that our Lord is 

always there watching over us with boundless 

love, keeping us in His care. 

-Diane Young 

 

 

If you aren’t currently attending one, join Brett in the Parlor at 

at 9:45 beginning Sunday, April 3rd for a new Max Lucado 

Sunday School class studying the book of James! 



 

Samaritan’s Purse Operation 

Christmas Child is a ministry that 

allows us to share the life-changing 

gospel of Jesus Christ with boys and girls 

all over the world. This year our church 

sent 19 boxes. I received an email that 

some of the boxes went to Ghana. 

Beginning in May, we will start collecting specific items each month. 

There will be a box in the Narthex for placing these items. I am 

providing a list of items that will be collected each month but we will 

have reminders in the contact and bulletins. Start collecting now so 

that we will be able to share God’s love through our shoebox gifts.   

Please contact me if you have any questions or for more information 

go to www.samaritanspurse.org 

May:  hygiene items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, brushes, etc.) 

June:  boys’ toys and or clothing items (socks, t-shirts, flip flops, etc.) 

July:   girls’ toys and or clothing items (socks, t-shirts, flip flops) 

August:  school supplies (crayons, pencils, pens, coloring books, etc.) 

September:  soap and washcloths 

October:  hard candy, bubble gum, lollipops (no chocolate) 

November:  monetary gifts for shipping the boxes 

 

Serving Him,  

Xan Allen   

 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
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Presbyterian Women 

March winds have shaken the earth from winter sleep. 

It wakes to the warmth of another spring. 

May the wind of the Holy Spirit shake us from inattention. 

May our Pilgrim hearts wake to the warmth of God’s love. 

May we turn our faces to the Son.  

May we feel alive with the energy of God’s love at work in 

us. 

 

Spring Gathering at First Presbyterian Church in Sanford 

on April 9th. If you are planning to go, please tell the 

Moderator if you want to share the ride. 

 

General Meeting/Birthday Celebration 

April 11 at 6:30pm 

After a light supper, we will elect officers and hear a 

report on our Birthday Objective. 
 

Flowers for April: Circle #1 

 

PWCT meets April 10th after morning worship. 

Jane Gillis Turner  

Moderator 

 

April 17th-   Mission Sunday Operation Bandanas 

April 24th-   Teacher Appreciation Recognition 

May 8th-      Mother’s Day HAT DAY 

May 15th-    Youth Sunday with Graduate Reception 

May 15th-    6pm Women’s Appreciation Dinner 

June 12th-   6pm Men’s Appreciation Dinner 

July 18th – 22nd Vacation Bible School 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.zianet.com/fpc/pwyr99.htm&h=0&w=0&tbnid=jy5gJz0Oryh8LM&zoom=1&tbnh=204&tbnw=247&docid=FwlDaPN4SwjtEM&tbm=isch&ei=8WXIU9_ePIvisASkq4HQBQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA


The Youth Group is busy preparing for many 

things! They are gearing up for a beach trip 

weekend on April 29-May 1 in North Myrtle 

Beach. Mark your calendars now as Youth 

Sunday will be on Sunday, May 15th on 

Pentecost. Also, that day, Galatia’s graduating 

senior, Zack Jenkins, will be recognized with a 

Graduation Reception hosted by the 

Fellowship Committee. 

We are glad to have Pastor Brett with us during lesson time, and he is leading the youth 

in a study called “Gray Areas” by Mike Glenn, it helps you find truth when life isn’t black 

and white, or a subject can’t easily be found in the Bible.  

 

 



March 8th  

 

 Guest Reverend Ben West, representing the 

Fayetteville Hispanic Ministry Council extended a 

thank you to Galatia Church for always being 

there and supporting the Hispanic Ministry. 

 Frank Dawson provided the Financial Report for 

February noting the expenses have exceeded the 

amount of tithes received by $12,000 year to 

date. 

 The Outreach committee submitted Mrs. Sue 

Byrd, from Operation Inasmuch to speak for 

“Minute for Missions” on April 17th during service. 

 The Administration Committee minutes were reviewed. 

 The Fellowship Committee minutes were reviewed, and March 20th at 12:15 set as the 

Shepherding List Dedication. 

 The Outreach minutes and Food Pantry minutes were reviewed. The Outreach Committee 

actions were noted: to donate $50 in the name of our English congregation and $50 in the 
name of our Spanish congregation, totaling $100 from Mission Program Funds to the Billy 

Graham Foundation. $250 for January to Susan Rembert, $200 to Samaritan’s Purse. The 

Food Pantry actions were noted: the Food Pantry will close when Hoke Co and/or 
Cumberland Co. Schools are closed for inclement weather. This will be communicated to 

recipients and posted on website. 
 The Property committee had nothing to report this month, as they hadn’t met prior to the 

meeting. 

 The Worship and Ministry committee minutes were reviewed. The Committee motion to 

approve four “themed” Sundays; April 24th “Teacher Appreciation”, June 12 “Student 

Appreciation”, Sept 11 “Grandparents Appreciation” and Nov 13 “First Responder/Military 

Appreciation” was approved. The goal of the themed dates is to invite outside friends and 

family in these roles to come and be recognized in service on these days. The Committee 

action to have the Administration Committee look at the Youth Director position was 

approved. The position was approved in August 2013 as a part time position at $12,867 per 

year. 

 Pastor Brett Johnson will start a Sunday School class for younger adults. The class is not 

intended to pull from current Sunday School classes, but to build the Sunday School 
program. He will reach out to the young adult teachers for feedback and possible 

participants. 

 It was agreed that the weekly activities will follow the School System’s closing in the event of 
inclement weather. Sunday services will be determined by weather conditions. 
*The Session notes are a summary of the minutes of the recent Session meeting.  The summary is not submitted by 

the Clerk of Session.  Copies of the Session meeting minutes are available on the corkboard across from the office. 


